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The recent spread of new psychoactive substances (NPS) has changed the
scenarios ofthe drug market, shifting from the street environment to the
virtual one. NPS are soldvia the web as legal herbs or drugs, bath salts and
the like, with the disclaimer "not forhuman consumption" thus circumventing
the legislation on illegal substances. It isestimated that around three million
young Europeans have tried NPS by browsing thedark web. The use of NPS
is a growing public health concern with social implications.The use of
substances in adolescence, a delicate period for maturation processes
andsynaptic plasticity, exposes young people to greater vulnerability to the
development ofpsychological discomfort, phenomena of addiction,
behavioral alterations. In thiscontext, the proposed project aims to promote
and disseminate information on acuteand chronic effects of NPS
consumption. The initiative will be carried out by a team ofexperts
neuroradiologists, psychiatrists, representatives of the police forces and
willinvolve, through voluntary membership, the secondary schools of first
and seconddegree of Lazio with three objectives: 1) lllustrate the principles
of adolescent brainmaturation 2) Raise awareness among young people
aged 12-16 about thepsychological and cerebral harm of synthetic drug
abuse through an interactive andinformative approach using neuroimage 3)
to extend the knowledge to families andteachers of the institutions involved.
An 'ideas competition' will be promoted,identifying students for the creation
and dissemination of a free informationdissemination application. The
project will include lectures at schools, interactiveworkshops and a congress
at La Sapienza University with experts in the field. Theinitiative will conclude

with the distribution of anonymous learning and assessmentquestionnaires.
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